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AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS 
A detailed listing of all claims that are, or were, in the present application, 
irrespective of whether the claim(s) remains under examination in the application are presented 
below. The claims are presented in ascending order and each includes one status identifier. 
Those claims not cancelled or withdrawn but amended by the current amendment utilu,e the 
following notations for amendment; 1 » deleted matter is shown by strikethrough for six oi more 
characters and double brackets for five or less characters; and 2. added matter is sbc^m by 
underlining. 

1. (Currently amended) A tubing cutter to snap onto and circumferentialry grasp 
plastic tubing to facilitate the rotational cutting of the tubing, the cutter comprising: 

a cutter body having a front piece removably securable to a back piece sue:*, that 
Secureraent of the front piece and back piece fonn the bod y, the body further having symm e trical 
side portions having alignablv opposed arcuate grinning depressions ; 

a C-shaped grasping portion formed in the body, the grasping portion including an 
openings and-a tube receiving portion , and a bottom portion directly opposite the openin g the 
opening having a width generally less than the width of the tube receiving Fegjen -portion a * .d the 
tube receiving portion having a width generally less than the diameter of the plastic tubim ? such 
that the C-shaped grasping portion receives the plastic tubing with snap engagemen t defo i ming 
the plastic tubing within the grasping portion and securely retains retaining t he plastic tubing 
during the cutting of the tubing; and 
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a non movablo fixcd razor b lade secured between tbe front and back pieces of the body 
such that a chordal portion of the blade extends into the grasping portion across the bottom 
portion w hereby rotational movement of the engaged cutter around the outer surface i.f the 
tubing facilitates cutting. 

2. (Canceled) 

3. (Canceled) 

4. (Currently amended) The C shaped t ubing cutter of claim 1, wherein the 
rotational movement causes the chordal portion of the fixed blade to cut into the tubing a 
distance short of the total thickness of the tubing. 

5. (Currently amended) The G-shape4-tubing cutter of claim 1, wherein the tody of 
the cutter is made of high density polyethylene. 

6. (Canceled) 

7. (Currently amended) The C shap e d t ubing cutter of claim 1, wherein the front 
piece and the back piece are removably secured together with fastening means. 
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8. (Currently amended) The C - shaped t ubing cutter of claim 7, wherein the 
fastening means are screws. 

9. (Canceled) 

10. (Canceled) 

11. (Currently amended) A C-shaped tubing cutter comprising a non mo vobl : fixed 
blade and a C-shaped grasping portion having a tube receiving regio n for receiving plastic 
tubing, [[and]] an opening, and a bottom portion positionallv opposite the opening, t he opening 
having a width generally less than the width of the tube receiving region and the tube rec e iving 
region having a width generally less than the diameter of the plastic tubing such that tlie C- 
shaped grasping portion is capable of snap engagement and circumferential grasping cf the 
plastic tubing for rotational cutting of the tubing, wherein the grasping portion makes subsi.intial 
surface contact around the circumference of the tubing a distance necessary to forcefiilly receive 
and deform the tubin g within the tube receiving region, and a chordal portion of the aea- 
movablofi xe(| blade extends into and across the bottom portion of t he grasping portion to 
facilitate cutting of the tubing during rotation. 


4 


PAGE 5/14 * RCVD AT 6/2012005 3:18:43 PM [Eastern Daylight Time] * SVR:USPT0-EFXRF-1/6 * DNIS:8729306 * CS1D:61 23499266 1 DURATION (mm-ss):0344 


06/20/2005 14:20 FAI 6123499266 


PATTERSON THUENTE SKAAR 


@1006/014 


Application No. 10/001,708 

12. (Original) The tubing cutter of claim 11, wherein the contact around the 
circumference of the tubing is a distance between 51 to 75 percent of the circumference of the 
tubing, 

13. (Cuuently amended) A C-shaped tubing cutter for cutting plastic T..bing, 
comprising a C-shaped grasping portion having an engagement opening with an opening di stance 
smaller than the diameter of the plastic tubing and a non movablo fixed blade having an exposed 
chordal portion extending into the grasping portio n across a bottom portion opposhs the 
engagement opening, the insertion of the plastic tubing into the engagement opening of the 
tubing grasping portion causing snap engagement and circumferential grasping of the plastic 
tubing within the grasping portion. 

14. (Canceled) 

15. (Currently amended) A C-shaped tubing cutter to snap onto and 
circumferentially grasp plastic tubing to facilitate the rotational cutting of the tubing, the <mtter 
comprising: 

a cutter body having a front piece removably securable to a back piece sucl; that 
securement of the front piece and back piece form the body; 

a C-shaped grasping portion formed in the body, the C-shaped grasping portion ha\ ing a 
tube receiving region^ [[and]] an opening, and a bottom portion opposite the opening , the 
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opening spanning a distance generally less than the width of the tube receiving region, sue i that 
the C-shaped grasping portion receives the plastic tubing with snap engagement and securely 
retains the plastic tubing during the cutting of the tubing; 

a gripping portion formed in the body by at least one arcuate depression for human 
handling of the cutter; and 

a non movablefi xed blade secured between the front and back pieces of the body vn tan a 
blade recessed portion such that a chordal portion of the blade extends into the grasping portion 
and across the bottom portion w hereby rotational movement of the engaged cutter around the 
outer surface of the tubing facilitates cutting. 

16. (Currently amended) A tubing cutter for cutting tubing of a specified diameter, a 
specified wall thickness and having the cutter comprising: 

a body comprising a pair of body pieces each having a face, the body pieces attach 3 He to 
each other at the faces, at least one of the faces of the body pieces having a recess; 

a non - movabl e fi xed cutter blade sandwiched between the two body pieces in said recess 
and having a chordal portion; 

the body having a fixed and integral C-shaped grasping portion configured for extending 
more than half way around the circumferential surface of the tubing of the specified diameter; 
and 

the C-shaped grasping portion defining a tubing receiving region, [[and]] an opening , and 
a bottom blade portion distal and opp osite the op^nin^ th<> tube receiving region having a 'vidth 
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generally greater than the opening, the chordal portion of the cutter blade positioned to ctfend 
across the bottom blade portion and i nto the tubing receiving region a distance less thin the 
specified wall thickness of the tubing. 

17. (Original) The tubing cutter of claim 16 further comprising coopsmting 
protrusions and recesses for aligning the body pieces together. 

18. (Original) The tubing cutter of claim 16 wherein the cutter blade is a ningle 
edged razor blade having a flange. 

. 19. (Original) The tubing cutter of claim 16 wherein the C-shaped gnisping 
portion has an inner facing circumferential surface with a diameter less than the diameter of the 
tubing. 

20. (Currently amended) A combination tubing cutter and dual containment 1 ibing 
comprising an outer tubing of a specified diameter, a specified wall thickness, the tubing cutter 
for cutting tubing only, the cutter comprising: 

a body comprising a pair of body pieces each having a face, the body pieces attachB >Ie to 
each other at the faces, at least one of the faces of the body pieces having a recess; 

a non movablo fixed cutter blade sandwiched between the two body pieces in said recess 
and having a chordal portion; 
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the body having a fixed ond as integral C-shaped grasping portion configured fox 
extending more than half way around the circumferential surface of the tubing of the specified 
diameter; and 

the C-shaped portion defining a tubing receiving region and an opening, ths tube 
receiving region having a bottom portion directly opposite the opening and a width generally 
greater than the opening, the chordal portion of the cutter blade positioned to exten d acro s s the 
bottom portion and into the tubing receiving region a distance less than the specified wall 
thickness of the tubing. 
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